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Introduction

Medium-chain fatty acids (MCFAs) are saturated, unbranched monocarboxylic acids with 6 to 12 carbon atoms, recognized for their
antibacterial activity. Under field conditions, MCFAs have positive effects on the performance and health of weaned piglets. The aim of
this study was to investigate the effect of MCFAs incorporated in the feed of entire male and female pigs on zootechnical performance in a
controlled research station environment. The effect of dietary MCFAs on fecal microbiota was also measured.
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Discussion

Feed efficiency is one of the keys to productivity in pig production, and the role of the microbiota is central to this. The results of the present study confirm that
the addition of MCFAs to the feed improves feed efficiency, even in farms with a good health status. The absence of sex-related differences indicates that both
entire males and females can benefit from lower production costs thanks to MCFA supplementation. The absence of any major variation in faecal microbiota
in the present study suggests that the positive effects of MCFAs on piglet zootechnical performance cannot be attributed solely to an impact on colon
microbiota composition.
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